
Elizabeth Beck, wife of Elijah Brown Wade 
 

 
 
Elizabeth Beck's father was Andrew Milton Beck, born in Rowan (now Davidson) 
County North Carolina on July 5, 1795. Elizabeth's mother was Susan "Sueky" Nowlin 
Devin (Diven) and was born September 22, 1796, probably in Pittsylvania County, VA, 
She died December 5, 1932 in Washington Co., Indiana, after giving birth to her baby 
son. They lived in the Beck's Mill community. Elizabeth's father next married Rebecca 
Barker in Washington Co., Indiana.  
 
Elizabeth, also called Betsy, grew up in the vicinity of Beck's Mill, a small settlement in 
Howard Twp., south Washington County, south of Salem, Indiana, where his grandfather, 
George Beck, Sr. had brought his family from North Carolina in 1807, staying a short 
time in Bear Grass, which is now Louisville, Kentucky. George and his two older sons, 
John, age 23 and George, Jr., age 16, while out scouting in December 1807, located 
Organ Spring along Mill Creek and build a grist-mill there. The spring was dammed and 
provided a gallon of water per minute at 60 degree temperature. The first grist-mill was a 
log structure fifteen feet square.  Beck's Hill, the settlement as it was known, within a 
short time, became the social center as families from a thirty mile radius brought their 
corn to Beck's Mill to be ground into cornmeal.  Sometime it took two or three days as 
they waited their turns, so games were played outdoors.  Young lads liked to accompany 
their fathers, and may have wrestled and played hide-and-seek games with this young 
ancestor of ours. The hill, a fairly steep incline, was wonderful for the foot races held 



there, and many lads were barefoot, running on the gravel and rocks. Growing up on 
Beck's Hill, Betsy may have seen many exciting times, as Indians came to the settlement 
and professed great friendship for their "white brothers." They were given food and meal, 
and in the night, they would take horses. Little bands of Delaware Indians still tented up 
Mill Creek, a few miles above Beck's Mill. Two were medicine men. The sulfa saline 
water from this creek helped stomach trouble. 
 
Families raised two or three acres of wheat, which was a good crop in those early days, 
for it had to be cut with a sickle, threshed out with the flail and winnowed with a sheet.  
The scythe and cradle came into use about 1840. There was a cave just one mile up the 
creek from the mill which had two openings. The fish inside were blind due to the 
darkness. The young Beck men, John and George, were very good bear hunters and were 
fearless. One story is written that other men were frightened to go into the cave, but the 
young Beck men entered, shot once and drug out a 450 pound bear, which the meat and 
grease lasted for a month or two. A church/school house had been erected in the fall of 
1811; settlers came and cut the timbers to build their homes, a fort was built just across 
the road in front of the mill, a preacher settled there and built a distillery; then preached 
on Sunday! In the summer of 1825 a frame building, twenty by thirty feet square replaced 
the first mill structure, and in 1864, a commodious, two-story frame was built, which still 
stands today. Two years later, a lean-to was built and a carding machine was put in 
operation. When the two-story mill was built, the carding machinery was placed in the 
second story.  
 
Alexander was born following his sisters, Elizabeth Ann, Sarah D, and Susan Nowlin. 
Alexander was one and a half years of age when his mother gave birth to another son, 
John J. on 5 December, 1832. She died after that birth, so Alexander never really knew 
his mother; his father married again on 27 February 1834 to Rebecca Barker, and she 
raised the children, and gave birth to five more children by Andrew. 
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